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Congress of tlf e tfuiteu States 

Hasijinijtoii. m 20515 RELEASED IN FULL 

July 2, 2007 

The Honorable Condoleezza Rice 
Secretary of State 
2201 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Madam Secretary: 

The House Committee on Foreign Affairs, Subcommittee on Internationa) Organizations. 
Human Rights, and Oversight, and the House Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on the 
Constitution, Civii Rights, and Civil Liberties are conducting a joint inquiry inio the United States's 
policies and practices in connection with the extrajudicial transfer of a person from one state (i.e.. 
country) to another, often referred to as "extraordinary rendition." The United States's involvement 
in extraordinary renditions has received world-wide press attention, and has resulted in the attempted 
prosecution of United States executive branch personnel in Italy. We therefore seek information 
regarding the United States's policy and practice on renditions. 1 

The purpose of this letter is not to request information or documents relating to any specific 
rendition, nor is it to request any information or documents that relate to any operational matters 
associated with any rendition. Rather, we are interested in obtaining documents or information us j 
follows: 

1 ) Please provide any written materials in the nature of policies or guidelines that relate 
to the circumstances where the United States will participate in or conduct an extraordinary 
rendition; 

2) Please provide written materials or other information that describe or set forth the 
approval process within the State Department and any and all other branches of government 
(including, but not limited to the intelligence agencies, the Defense Department, the Department of 
Justice, the White House, and any other agencies); 

3 ) Please provide written materials or other information that describe the legal and 
factual findings that are typically made or required to be made prior to any such rendition, and 
please provide a sample set of such findings that redact information that would identify the person to 
be involuntarily rendered; 

4) Please provide any written materials in the nature of policies or guidelines that relate 
to the steps taken by the United States's to determine what the country to which the individual is to 



'As used in this letter, the term "rendition" means the transfer of a person from one state 
to another in the absence of an extradition treaty or other formal legal process and includes 
"extraordinary rendition" or "irregular rendition." 
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be rendered wilt do with the individual when rendered, including but not limited to. steps taken and 
written materials or other information that is obtained as to the country's commitments not to engage 
in torture (i.e., "diplomatic assurances"). Please indicate how the communications with the 
receiving country are memorialized and retained. Please also provide information on how the United 
States ensures that the receiving country abides by its treatment commitment and what, if any, 
remedy is taken if the United States receives credible information that the receiving country has 
tortured the rendered individual or otherwise failed to honor its commitments: 

5) Please provide any legal analyses that provide authority for the United Stutes's 
participation in the extraordinary rendition process; 

6) As to each of the above categories, please provide documents or information that 
reflect whether the policies or practices (including legal policies) have remained constant or have 
changed over time; 

7) Please provide documents or information explaining how many times the United 
States has participate in or conducted a rendition since January 20, 2001; and 

8) Please provide documents or information explaining how many times the United 
States has determined that those rendered were not dangerous terrorists. 

We appreciate your prompt attention to this letter, and would request a response no later than 
Monday. July 1 6, 2007. If you have any questions, please contact Natalie Cobum. Counsel to the 
Subcommittee on International Organizations, Human Rights and Oversight at (202) 226-6434, or 
Heather Sawyer, Counsel to the Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights, and Civil Liberties. 



at (202) 225-2585 



Sincerely, 




Internationa) Organizations. 
Human Rights and Oversight 
Committee on Foreign Affairs 



Subcommittee on 



Subcommittee on 

the Constitution. 

Civil Rights, and Civil Liberties 

Committee on the Judiciary 




JEFF FLAKE 
Member of Congress 



RON PAUL 
Member of Congress 
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